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LARRC DINNER MEETING SPEAKER

BRIAN STIRLING

ust in time for Shark Week, LARRC is pleased to have
Brian Stirling from CSULB Lowe Shark Lab as our July
speaker.

Brian Stirling is the field technician for the Shark Lab at
California State University, Long Beach. He earned his Mas-
ter’s in Biology from CSULB and his Bachelor’s in Marine
Biology from San Diego State University. Brian facilitates
field operations in the Shark Lab such as maintaining the
acoustic receiver array in Southern California, operating
the lab’s autonomous underwater vehicle (AUV), and tag-
ging operations. 

Brian will be giving an 30 min overview
of our juvenile white shark program.

WE NEED YOU TO RSVP BY 
FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2019. 

IF YOU’RE BRINGING A GUEST, PLEASE ADD HIS/HER NAME TO YOUR RSVP.
RSVP to Mike Godfrey @ magodfrey2@yahoo.com or LARRCDINNERRSVP@yahoo.com

July 29, 2019 
Lulu’s Restaurant 

16900 Roscoe Blvd.  • Van Nuys, CA 91406

HAPPY FISHING - See you at the meeting

J

mailto:magodfrey2@yahoo.com
mailto:LARRCDINNERRSVP@yahoo.com
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A Message from the President
By Mike Hartt

m looking forward to seeing many of you at the Earl
Warren Kids Trip on the 15th. As you know, this is one of
our most important events, so please check in with John
Goss and Richard Stone to confirm your attendance and
assignments.

At the last general meeting we talked about a club
charter to Puerto Vallarta. Please be sure to let me know
your level of interest in this potential event.  Sophia Huynh
is checking on available dates and prices.  For those that
would like to land a giant tuna but not go on a really long
fifteen day trip and pay a giant price, this could be for you.
It definitely is for me!

The July Board and General meetings are both at Lulu’s
this month, so please RSVP as soon as the notices go out.

Good fishing!

I’

C A L E N D A R

Board Meeting
July 22, 2019

Social Hour: 6:00pm    Meeting: 7:00pm
Lulu’s

16900 Roscoe Blvd. • Van Nuys, CA 91406
u

Dinner Meeting
July 29, 2019

Social Hour: 6:00pm    Meeting: 7:00pm
Lulu’s

16900 Roscoe Blvd. • Van Nuys, CA 91406

u

July 15, 2019
Earl Warren Memorial Kids’ Trip - San Pedro

Week of July 22, 2019
Bill Alpert

King of the Club Tournament

august 5, 2019
Marine Mentors - Monte Carlo

Joel S. & Joseph M.

august 14, 2019
Veterans’ Trip

OctOber 23, 2019
Veterans’ Trip

NOvember 13,  2019
Veterans’ Trip

dates tO be determiNed
August - Marine Mentors - Randy Sharon

save tHe date FOr 2020
February 23, 2020

Annual Banquet

Chum Line Advertising
Do you have a business that fellow members
would be interested in? If so, place an ad in the
monthly Chum Line!! 

Advertising Pricing
1/8 page: $20 per month or $240/year
1/4 page: $40 per month or $480/year
1/2 page: $80 per month or $960/year
Full page: $160 per month or $1920/year

Buy 12 months and get one month free!

Checks should be made payable to LARRC. 
The ad will be published once payment and

graphics are received. 

Contact Sophia (fishnsoph@gmail.com) or 
Donald (donald@dgoldsobel.com) 

for more information.
Thank you!!

mailto:fishnsoph@gmail.com
mailto:donald@dgoldsobel.com
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ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
Submitted by Eric Rogger

u All ABouT AlASkAN WATeRS . . Your favorite au-
thor, having just returned from Sitka, Alaska, would like to
dwell first on a memorable date with a major impact on ocean
matters.  It was just about 30 years ago (1989) that the Exxon
Valdez ran aground in Alaska’s Prince William Sound.  From a
report by Ocean Conservancy, about 11million gallons of oil
were spilled.  It sounded an alarm for all concerned with not
only the fisheries but the ocean ecology in general.  So what has
been done to avoid any such repetition..

Safe shipping corridors have been set up to avoid sensitive
marine habitats.  Vessels are banned from transporting heavy
fuel oils in the Arctic.  Marine Operations Center, which tracks
vessels,  has been set up to allow faster responses including
search and rescue abilities.  More emphasis is being placed on
navigation technology and more stringent rules have been in-
troduced relating to pollution.  Seems like we also have virtually
all tankers with double hulls at this point.

u MoRe ABouT PlASTICS. . .We’ve reported on the Pa-
cific (Gyre) Garbage Patch several times.  The organization En-
vironment California notes that Monterey Bay now has as much
plastic as the Pacific Patch.You will recall that microplastic lev-
els off our coastline – the result of the breakdown of larger
pieces – harm wildlife and affect our drinking water and marine
sanctuaries.  A Plastic Pollution Reduction Act aims to reduce
use of single use plastics by 75% by 2030.  The bills now before
our legislature are AB1080 and SB54.  Tell your legislators to
vote “yes” on the Plastic Pollution Act.  ACT NoW!

In case you missed it, National Geographic magazine had
an article last season which was called “DROWNING IN PLASTIC”

… It looks like the Southeast Asian Countries have been major
contributors with plastics being dumped not only into
the ocean but also in various major river systems.

The organization ENVIRONMENT AMERICA is having a 
fundraiser.  It notes that microplastics have now been found on
mountain tops (Pyrenees) air as well as over major cities. Their
comment: plastics have been found in 86% of turtle species and
whales have washed ashore with pounds of plastic in their stomachs.

u GRAy WHAleS oN THe WeST CoAST . . .The Pew
Foundation – West Coast News – reports on an unusual number
of gray whales reported washed up (64 In number) on shore at
Washington, Oregon and California so far this year.  This is the
highest number since 2000.  Scientists are alarmed since the an-
imals show signs of starvation.  Two reasons are suggested.  One
is the increase in the number of whales and secondly, insuffi-
cient food (crustaceans) possibly due to climate change feeding
patterns.

u oRCAS VISIT CAlIfoRNIA. . .Nancy Black,  a marine
biologist, had a story in the NYTimes (6/23) about a rare visit of
a group of Orcas.  The orcas from the the Pacific Northwest rep-
resented an increasing number of killer whales to visit Califor-
nia probably in search of food.  She noted that the northern pods
do not normally visit this far south to our coastline.

AS USUAL COMMENTS  AND WRITTEN CONTRIBU-
TIONS WILL BE WELCOME…      
Eric Rogger   wstridge@aol.com

Earn Money for LARRC Foundation By Shopping at Ralphs!

Here’s How:
Step #1: Enroll in the Ralphs Reward Program if you are not currently enrolled.
Step #2: Print out this page and take it with you the next time you shop at Ralphs.
Step #3: At check-out, have the LARRC barcode swiped by the cashier together with your Ralphs Re-
wards Card/phone number.
Notice: The Ralphs LARRC Barcode needs to be swiped only once to link your Rewards Card to
LARRC. Future shopping trips will help raise money for LARRC when you use your Ralphs Reward
Card at check-out.

mailto:wstridge@aol.com
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BETTY-O CAPTAIN MIKE RECEIVES A

HEROES WELCOME
By Larry Brown

arry Brown and one of his anonymous benefactor/spon-
sors offers two “Heroes Awards” each year to be granted to
the individuals selected among the club members who con-
tribute the most time and effort to make the Veterans and
Kids Fishing programs the great success they are.  LARRC
and MDRA receive one Heroes Award each to honor one
of their members.  Past LARRC Heroes have been Steve
Simon, Andy MacDonald, Scott Schiffman and Ron Glider.
Allison Perry is the LARRC Heroes Award recipient for
2019 and she will be joining Larry’s 6 day adventure on the
Red Rooster 3 in August.  Last year MDRA awarded the
honor to Betty-O Captain Mike Reinsch, Honorary Member
of LARRC, whose vessel is utilized by LARRC and MDRA
for their veterans fishing trips and some of the mentors and
kids trips.   Last year’s Heroes trip was canceled so Captain
Mike was honored on Larry’s 5 day Intrepid charter, June 30
– July 5, 2019.

Captain Mike was amazed and pleasantly surprised by
almost all the features of the deluxe sportfisher, Intrepid.
The enormous space of the 117’ boat, the 800 scoops of
bait, the modern galley and the incredibly decadent gour-
met cuisine, the courteous, professional crew, the large,
comfortable staterooms, the relaxed, friendly demeanor of
his fellow anglers and the quality of the long range cured
sardines.  I think Patty Reinsch was also with us in spirit as
she took responsibility to prepare Mike and gear him up
properly for the trip.  Captain Bill Cavanaugh invited his hon-
ored guest and colleague on tours of the boat including time

in the wheel house
reviewing the state
of the art electron-
ics and a tour of the
engine room.

Unfortunately
the glass calm wa-
ters and quality fish-
ing the two weeks
preceding our trip
did not endure.  It was windy and rough and the bluefin tuna
were scattered and suffering from a serious case of lock jaw.
It seemed like déjà vu for me, as two years ago the condi-
tions were identical and the San Diego long range fleet were
returning with nothing or pathetic, teenie, tiny rock fish from
Clemente.  Captain Cavanaugh, with inside information and
good friends and a brother fishing daily at the Channel Is-
lands, made the bold, outside-the-box decision to turn right
after departing San Diego and start the trip at his old stomp-
ing grounds targeting white seabass, yellowtail and rockfish.
Two years ago we experienced non-stop, limit style white
seabass fishing and left them biting.  What a great decision.
This time we arrived in the zone 3 days after it was WFO
limit fishing on WSB and we all know that does not last
more than a couple of days, but there were still plenty of
white seabass, yellowtail, giant sheepsheads, rockfish to be
enjoyed amid perfectly calm waters protected by a beauti-
ful island.  While most anglers were using the dropper loop
technique Captain Mike was experimenting with a variety
of lures.  He put on a clinic, not surprising being a profes-
sional angler and captain of a sport fishing boat.  He quickly
put two nice WSB on the boat followed by a nice big yel-
lowtail all on lures.  Mike three – Larry zero!!!    By the end
of the day we were even but I had to work my butt off to
keep up.    Late afternoon day two the wind started to roar
at the islands and that phase of the adventure ended after
Mike Spooner battled a 200 pound black seabass to the
boat, which was released in perfect health.

The next day we awoke in the bluefin grounds in a bracing
wind and rough water.  BFT are finicky in the best of condi-
tions but they notorious hate rough water.  We stopped on
kelps for yellowtail.  We picked at the schoolie yellowfin that
were in the area.  And we threw lot of chum at schools of
BFT, who expressed zero interest in our generosity.  We did

L

Captain Mike’s White Sea Bass

Captain Mike’s Yellow Tail
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hook three 80lb class bluefin tuna, two of which I was the
lucky hooker.  I landed my first one, a gorgeous 80lb fish and
handed the second one to a new angler who had failed to
land a white seabass or yellowtail at the islands.  A fierce
two hour battle ensued.  We were so close to ecstasy.  The
crew members were desperately leaning over the rail with
gaffs waiting for one more circle when the fish rolled over.
This repositioned the 50# fluorocarbon through  mouth and
across the sharp teeth, versus where it was originally per-
fectly secured with the circle hook in the corner of the jaw.
The sharp teeth cut the line and that’s the agony and ec-
stasy of long range fishing targeting big tuna.  The angler was
physically and emotionally exhausted but  remained upbeat
and was very thankful for the hook and hand and opportu-
nity to experience the power of these fish, versus the last
fish he had caught at age 4 at a trout farm.

Captain Mike was also very gracious, humble and appre-
ciative of the honor awarded to him by MDRA for his work
with LARRC and MDRA with the kids and veterans fishing
programs. On behalf of all club members, all the kids and all
the veterans, thank you Mike and Patty for your service to
the club and these philanthropic programs.  Other members
who are most active in these kids and veterans fishing pro-
grams will be eligible to receive a free Heroes Fishing trip on
one of Larry’s charters.  Membership and volunteering have
their privilege.

Thanks also to Larry’s anonymous donor of the Heroes
Awards and all of Larry’s other sponsors for all the raffle
prizes they donate to help generate funds to support vet-
erans and kids fishing.

Members. . .

Steve Simon with his jackpot30lb white seabass on thePacific Dawn. He had a greattrip with Wayne Caywood’scharter. Kudos to the Captain,crew, fishermen and mother &daughter on the trip!!

Robby Cohn wi
th 2 nice yellow

tail

caught on the P
acific Dawn!
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Submitted by Mike Godfrey

CALSTAR
G LOOMIS

CUSTOM ROD BUILDING
AND COMPONETS

ROD AND REEL REPAIR
ROD BUILDING CLASSES

LIVE BAIT
COLEMAN REPAIR

6743 SEPULVEDA BLVD
VAN NUYS, CA 91411

TEL•818•994•1822  FAX•818•994•0086
www.bobsandsfishingtackle.com

Earthquake Preparedness Information
Here are some important suggestions from the City of L.A.
Thank you Mike Godfrey for forwarding this along.

City of Los Angeles – Emergency Management Department

Advisory: City of LA Emergency Management Department
– Earthquake Preparedness Information

The July 4th and 5th earthquakes centered near Ridgecrest
were felt widely in Los Angeles and beyond. They are im-
portant reminders that we live in earthquake country, and
there are actions we can take to prepare today.

First, take the time now to practice what to do when earth-
quake shaking starts: Drop, Cover, and Hold On. If you are
in bed, stay in bed and put a pillow over your head. To learn
what to do in other locations, such as in a car or in a theater,
visit the Earthquake Country Alliance website 
www.earthquakecountry.org/step5/

Next prepare your household for an earthquake or other dis-
aster. Start by signing up for emergency alerts by visiting the
NotifyLA website at https://emergency.lacity.org/notifyla
Then, create a disaster plan and kit for your household and
learn about training opportunities here in Los Angeles.

Make a Plan

Create a disaster plan for your family so that you know what
you will do and how you will communicate in an emergency.
Your plan should include family members with disabilities,
children and pets.  Pick two places to meet: right outside
your home in case of a sudden emergency, like a fire, and
outside your neighborhood in case you can't return home.
Ask a friend or family member who lives in a different state
to be your "Out-of-State contact." After a disaster, it's often
easier to call long distance. To keep track of your loved ones
after an earthquake, everyone can reach out to that Out-Of-
State contact via a phone call or text message and tell the
Out-Of-State contact their location and status.

Make a kit

Create a disaster kit for your household with water, food,
first aid and other supplies and equipment you might need.
Keep in mind any special items that are needed for older

adult family members, children, and even your pets.  Once
disaster hits, you won't have time to shop or search for sup-
plies. If you have gathered supplies in advance, your family
can be ready to shelter-in-place, even if utilities are down.
Tips on making a plan and gathering supplies can be found
at the Emergency Management Department’s Family Readi-
ness website at www.emergency.lacity.org/family-readiness

Prepare With your Neighborhood

You can also help strengthen your neighborhood's ability to
respond. Sign up for a “Ready Your LA Neighborhood”, or
RYLAN Workshop, and you will learn how to organize your
neighborhood to help each other after a major disaster like an
earthquake. This is a free program available for City of LA
residents. Learn more about RYLAN and sign up for a work-
shop by visiting the RYLAN website at 
www.emergency.lacity.org/rylan/about

The more that people take these actions, the more that you,
your neighborhood and the city as a whole will be prepared
and safe during a major earthquake. Now that you've seen
these preparedness tips, tell us the steps you are taking to be
more prepared on our Twitter or Facebook: @ReadyLA.

Learn more about all of these resources at the Emergency
Management Department website at 
https://emergency.lacity.org/

http://www.bobsandsfishingtackle.com
http://www.earthquakecountry.org/step5/
https://emergency.lacity.org/notifyla
http://www.emergency.lacity.org/family-readiness
http://www.emergency.lacity.org/rylan/about
https://emergency.lacity.org/
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FISH REPORT FROM ALASKA
By Eric Rogger
For a number of years some of our club members

have traveled to Sitka in pursuit of  salmon, halibut and
various delicious bottom fishes.  This season the num-
ber consisted of Dave Levinson and Eric Rogger, two
guys anxious to experience the unique fisheries, the
exemplary geography and outstanding service we had
enjoyed before at the Wild Strawberry Lodge.  We had
a large suite assignment within easy reach of the din-
ing area and best of all, it was almost like a private
charter.  
The first day on the water saw us aboard the “Jack-

pot” after the usual early wakeup calls = 4:30 a.m. with
the departure from the dock by 5:30.  The boat only
had two fishermen – the normal number would be six
– it was like a private charter but we didn’t mind the
attention at all.
Fishing started after a bumpy ride to offshore with

the first targets being black seabass and I’m happy to
report bass limits were soon achieved. Overcast and
chilly we didn’t see sun until about noon.  Our skipper
ventured to a number of different areas looking for
salmon and halibut bites. King salmon limits are one
per day with a total limit of 3 which need to be 28” or
larger. I missed out on kings the first day but is is cus-
tomary to pool all the fish caught and divide them up
equally. Rather than give readers a blow by blow on
each category of fish let me state that both Dave and
I both wound up with boxes of fillets weighing 50 lbs.

Dave also decided to keep a bunch of fish “collars”
which I guess are good for stew (?) – Call him up!
The second day of fishing we were joined by another
guest who happened to be from Ventura County and
an ex-airline pilot. Nice Guy.  Also joining us were two
young ladies who were staffers at the lodge. The lodge
hires young people from various colleges etc. who
keep the place clean and get a chance to occasion-
ally go fishing.  
The third day of fishing, more sun today, beautiful

snowcapped mountains in sight, just three of us on the
boat. We must have hit the right spots because we
had our limits early on and got back to the dock by
11:30 a.m.  Time for a great nap.
Fishing by the way was with Loomis Rods that had
depth counters attached.  They were mooching rods
and the Captain would shout out at what depths he
saw fish on his electronics which indicated potential
sealife. You would then lower your bait to that level.
We have nothing but good things to say about this

lodge.  They claim to have been in business for almost
30 years.  Pickups to downtown – Sitka’s permanent
population is only about 8000 – room service,   sand-
wiches on the boat,  van service to and from the dock
etc. etc. we were pleased  with the accomodations al-
though it is a long trip to Sitka.
These pictures should elaborate on our experience.

Sitka Harbor

Dave and Eric with their
catch

All hands on deck
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LA BOCANA TRIP WITH BAJA FISHING CONVOYS 
AND ORCHID MARTINEZ-GUEVARA
NEW DATES, NEW ... FLY FISHING OPTION

THIS IS SOMETHING YOU JUST MUST DO!

Orchid Martinez-Guevara, of Baja Fishing Convoys
has put together a trip for us. She asked me to be the
Charter Master and I accepted. Lets make this trip happen! 

Dates: October 28- November 2, 2019 (6-Day trip
with 4 days of fishing)

Cost $2095 per person. Includes 4 days of fishing 7AM
- 3PM. Lodging in new, well appointed, beachfront cab-
ins. Daily continental breakfast, boat lunch. Dinners
are at the restaurant. They will prepare your catch!  Ce-
viche, tacos, a la parilla…any way you want it. Your
choice of a great menu…not included in the cost, but
the cost is very reasonable. Plenty of beer, etc.   Last
time I was there they made the most fabulous ceviche,
fish tacos, lobster, shrimp dinner.. They run a tab for
each person. 

Fish processing is additional. $2 per pound finished
product vacuum sealed and frozen.

Transportation: We will fly out of Tijuana Airport.  Park
on the U.S. side, walk over the pedestrian (CBX)
bridge and check-in. Orchid can assist us in purchas-
ing those  CBX passes ahead of time so we don't wait
in line.  We fly to Guerrero Negro and are driven to La
Bocana.  For those of you who went to Cedros last
year, the trip is on the same plane as the one we took
to Cedros. Seats 13 passengers. Our group will be a
group of 12.  Orchid will accompany us.  The drive to
La Bocana is about 2.5 hours. This has improved from
last year's drive time of 7 hours each way.  And not to 
forget, this new flight out of Tijuana will require NO driv-
ing across the border on the way back!

Baggage: Allowance of 3 rods at no additional fee.
Weight limit going is 50 pounds free. Returning same
basic limit with an allowance of up to a total 70 pounds.
Anything over 50 is an additional charge. Pack light.

La Bocana is a co-operative fishing community on the
Pacific side of the Baja Peninsula. It is an area fre-
quently fished by the San Diego long range boats.
They have in-shore and off-shore fishing.  Estuary fish-
ing is also available for those that enjoy fly-fishing or
fishing for smaller species. There are Gulf and Broom
Tail Grouper. Great fish. Other fish to catch are wahoo,
tuna, dorado, yellowtail, sierra, bonito, sheeps head,
white sea bass, black sea bass, silver curvina, spot-
ties, triggerfish, even bottom fish!  Calico fishing here
is among the best there is in the Baja Peninsula!
Some guys have been known to catch over 18 differ-
ent species at La Bocana.

I am taking deposits starting July 1. If you have ques-
tion, you can call me, Donald Goldsobel or text 
(818) 970-4578. Donald@dgoldsobel.com 

mailto:Donald@dgoldsobel.com
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even full days of fishing on Larry Brown’s 7-day Summer
Solstice charter on the Royal Star is made possible because
of the massive schools of bluefin tuna just south of the bor-
der and yellowtail available along the upper Baja coast. Im-
probable as it was, 3 LARRC members including Larry
Brown, Ron Glider, Fisherman Phil and 21 other anglers had
the opportunity to catch bluefin tuna and yellowtail every
single day.

Phil and Ron, recipients of the Heroes Award for their
volunteer efforts on behalf of  Veterans and kids fishing,
were awarded a free trip on this charter worth $2500 each.

Our angling adventure began with a free raffle for fish-
ing products and clothing like tee shirts, hats, jigs, and hooks,
fluoro, mono and braided lines, etc. Then we had the buy-in
raffle for the high end items like Phenix and Daiwa rods,
Avet and Daiwa reels, jackets, Costa sunglasses, art work, a
super high quality Japanese sushi knife 0-14 high end items
in total. Over $1,500 was raised to help pay for Veterans
and Kids fishing trips and Larry assured us LARRC would be
receiving a healthy share.

Captain Tim Ekstrom informed us that we would soon
be fishing 3 hours south of the border.  We saw 10 square
miles of huge schools of bluefin boiling everywhere, but
very few were interested in our bait. We fished for a day
and half in that area and caught a few, very nice bluefin rang-
ing from 35 to 83 lbs.

We then traveled 250 miles south stopping on kelp pad-
dies to fish for yellowtail. We stayed in that general area and
caught half and full limits of 15 to 25 lb. yellows.

On the last two days we headed back north to the
bluefin area west of the Coronado Islands. This time there
was 20 square miles of solid bluefin boiling and crashing
through the ocean swells and causing great anticipation
amongst the fishermen and crew.  We finally found a pro-
ductive fishing and catching area. Fisherman Phil caught an
86 lb. bluefin which turned out to be the jackpot fish. On
the last day, during the last 4 hours of the trip, Larry Brown
caught 4 bluefin 60 to 80 lbs fly lining sardines and using a
Nomad Buffalo jig. He completed his 6 bluefin limit. A few
dedicated anglers fished until dark and were rewarded with
a beautiful grade of bluefin in the 70 to 80 lb. class.

LARRC member Ron Glider and 9 other anglers caught
their personal best bluefin tuna, all in the 60 to 80 lb. class.

The most effective technique up was fly lining a sardine
on 50 lb.fluorocarbon line, with a 1/0 circle hook for the

bluefin. Most of the yellow-
tail were caught flylining a
sardine on 40 lb. fluoro
using a 2/0 hook.

The weather was close
to perfect for all seven
days. The ocean was calm,
and the skies were over-
cast which helped make
this trip really enjoyable. 

Kudos to Captain Tim,
deckhands Diego, Blake,
Ryan and Adriel for doing a
great job especially helping
and coaching anglers
throughout the trip.

Gourmet quality dishes were prepared every day and
night by outstanding chefs Cameron, and Alex.

This summer solstice trip gives anglers more daylight
hours of fishing time every day and the price is discounted
by $700 because it is difficult to fill the boat as families want
dad home for the Father’s Day weekend.This is the best
deal of the year. If you are interested in going on this char-
ter next year or any other Larry Brown charter please con-
tact him at 310/910-7398 or larrybrownxx@gmail.com.

Bluefin, Bluefin, Everywhere on the Royal Star 7 Day
By Fisherman Phil 

S

mailto:larrybrownxx@gmail.com
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THE WHEELHOUSE SCOOP
CCA EVENT - TEXAS STYLE
* (Reprinted with permission from the Author. Originally published in Western Outdoor News, May 21, 2019 issue)

Having fished the Aransas Bay Chapter of CCA Texas' Babes
on the Bay tournament with locals back in 2016, Izorline's
Wendy Tochihara went to work organizing California's very
first team to fish what is the largest 1-day fishing tourna-
ment in the US. It's an all woman angler event held annually
out of Rockport Texas. This year it hosted 1,400 anglers,
ranging from "Babe-ettes" – young ladies 16 and under, to
tournament veterans, having fished the event since its in-
ception 20 years ago. 

The contest consisted of 5 divisions teams elected to
participate in. There was pro guided and non guided, crossed
with any bait or artificial only, plus a separate fly fishing divi-
sion. Babe-ettes could participate in any of the above as a
team member and also compete in the individual Babe-ette
only contest.

Our first ever all California team, the SoCal Anglerettes,
consisted of Wendy Tochihara (Izorline, Big Hammer, SKB,
Rod and Reel Radio), Lori Mueller (Seeker, Izorline), Lori
Heath (Anglerettes, Fishing Syndicate) and Sophia Huynh
(Seeker, Blackwater). The SoCal Anglerettes' team sponsors
were AFTCo, Anglerettes, Xtratuf and Costa Del Mar, pro-
viding the team with matching outfits and wade gear. 
While the teams were all women, guides and skippers gen-
erally were guys, but banned from fishing. Guides were char-
tered professionals while skippers were most often
husbands and boy friends. 

There in Texas red drum
and spotted weakfish – AKA
spotted trout, seatrout, spot-
ties, trout, were the targets.
The state's slot limits made
the game a bit more interest-
ing.

Trout have fangs and keep-
ers range from 15 to 25 inches
– with a 5-fish bag. The redfish
slot limit is 20 to 28 inches
with a 3-fish bag. But anglers
get a tag with their annual li-
cense to keep one "bull" larger
than 28 inches. Also on the
table are flounder, tasty but
not counted in the tourna-
ment. 

For the tournament, teams were limited to 3 keeper
trout and 1 keeper (20-28-inch) redfish at the weigh in.
While a 25-inch trout is unusual, the top redfish contenders
tended to be 28 inchers, so what was needed was a fat one.
And there were side pots holding the big money in this pri-
marily fun over glory tournament. 

Tournament day was windy, southerly winds from high
teens to twenties, 85 degrees, 100 percent humidity. Us land-
locked guys accompanying our SoCal Anglerettes watched as
we waded out to our elbows and flayed the brown water,
white while fishing hard baits to spoons to Gulp!  Powerbait
Ribshads. 

Along as team support crew were Rob Tressler, Kevin
Boyle, Jay Krist and Gary Quan from Tady Lures. We'd found
a spot just east of the Aransas County Airport. Along the
trail was posted "WARNING ALLIGATOR ZONE." 

So, not to be dissuaded, out we waded. I was wondering
if that would be the last
time I'd see my feet as they
disappeared into the
murky waters. As a matter
of practice, standard Gulf
Coast wading gear includes
a 10- or 12-foot-long
stringer with a float at the
end, keeping the catch well
away from the angler – just
in case a bull shark, alliga-
tor or gar should take no-
tice.  

Boats loaded with all
matched teams of ladies
skated up and down our
lee shore, stopping here
and there. What we saw

THE VENUE – 1,400 women competed and were accompanied by their male
staff (friends and family), Fulton Park, Rockport Texas. 

SOCAL ANGLERETTES fished the CCA's Aransas Bay Chapter's Babes on the
Bay, all women's fishing tournament. Here Wendy Tochihara shows a red drum or
redfish, Lori Heath has a Gulf flounder and Sophia Huynh and Lori Mueller have
a spotted/speckled seatrout or speck dockside at the house.
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was just a
tiny fraction
of the fleet –
scattered up
and down
t h r o u g h
hundreds of
square miles
of neck to

ankle deep inland waters tucked in behind the Texas Gulf
Coast's barrier islands. 

By the time we were to wind up and meet the SoCal
Anglerettes back at the house, we guys had amassed one
keeper trout at about 18 inches, caught by yours truly. But
our arms were sore and faces sun burnt. 

Tressler had released a pair of smaller trout and had a
nice flounder flip off right
at the stringer. Early on
Jay had been bit hard and
fought in a nicer red with
similar unfortunate re-
sults right at the stringer. 

The Anglerettes had seen a tough day of wade fishing
with their guide in the artificials only division as well. Tochi-
hara landed a keeper red and 4 others under the mark.
Heath had iced a flounder. 

At the awards the crowd was immense, wall-to-wall
women and their families. The vender tents and trailers
stretched for blocks. The main canopy covered 50 yards at
Fulton Beach Park. 

The teams all sported matching team shirts with their
team names emblazoned across the
back. With a best-dressed category,
style points counted. And team
names bespoke the fun, lighthearted
spirit of the event. 

There were the Reel Cap-
tain's Wives of Rockport, Vitamin
Sea and the Casting Cuties among
the tamer titles. However, from
there it got pretty cute with
monikers like the Reel Ladies
Hookin,' the Shelfish Hookers, Reel
Cranky, Beer Bait and Boobs, Tackle
My Box, Trout Ticklers, Hookin Aint'
Easy, Salty Lips, Screamin Seaman,

P.M.S. Packing Monster Stringers, Reel Filthy Oars, Dirty
Oars, Reel Nauti Hookers, Bitches Wit Da Fishes, Goin'
Coastal Gals, Drunk Wives Matter, Reel Nauti Beaches,

Boobs and Bobbers, The Salty Seastars, Heels and Reels, Salt-
water Snacks,  Tiaras and Tackle, Trophy Wives, Pink Snap-
pers, Titty Deep, Ladies in Wading – and more. 

Here's a bit more on tackle. First, the beach fishing is
crazy as to what one might hook. Mostly it was fish under 5
pounds on tap, yet we watched 50-
pound jacks flash and slash through
knee deep water one afternoon.
Real bait – live shrimp, pinfish,
croaker, or fresh crab is absolutely
an advantage, while tossing artifi-
cials is hard to resist. 

Most fished these waters with
basically calico bass gear when
boating or wading. Popular pat-
terns in plastics are shrimp repli-
cas, swimbaits, either white or
copper with chartreuse paddle
tails, gold spoons, heavy chrome as
spoons or iron, jerk and crank baits
with pinks, white, red and metallic
gold in the pattern. 

High vis bobbers over bait or shrimp replicas are key in
the shallow brackish waters, with popping corks or clackers
like the Cajun Thunder at the top of the list. Leaders are
kept short, only a couple of feet, which is often half the
water depth and sometimes puts the bait right on the bottom.
A good long cast out away from your own wake is helpful. 

I packed a single rod and reel inside my checked baggage
for the trip, an 11-foot 4-piece travel surf rod paired with a
fairly large spinning reel. The rod was Daiwa's Ardito and the

reel a Penn Spinfisher VI 5500 spooled
with 50-pound braid. 

For a single setup the easy packing
system was perfect. Though I'm gener-
ally not a spinning gear guy, the outfit
allowed for a wide range of effective
casting and catching, from 16/ounce jig
heads to 5-ounce irons. The 11-foot
length launched it all, while providing
enough backing to handle anything on

up to those big jacks or the thigh diameter bull reds we oc-
casionally saw roll on top in the muddy water. 

Merit McCrea is saltwater editor for Western Outdoor News. A veteran
Southern California partyboat captain, he also works as a marine re-
search scientist with the Love Lab at the University of California at
Santa Barbara’s Marine Science Institute. He can be reached at:
merit@wonews.com.

WHEELHOUSE SCOOP CONT.

BRAVING THE ELEMENTS
– The author with a keeper
speckled trout. 

HEFTY STRINGER of reds,
a saltwater catfish and a
sheepshead, (not our sheep-
head) fishing crab and shrimp
at the end of the Port Aransas
Jetty one morning.

mailto:merit@wonews.com
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Los Angeles Rod & Reel Club Foundation

Tribute Opportunity

Tribute Cards are available when you want to send
your thoughts or feelings for – 

• Anniversary
• Appreciation
• Baby Announcement
• Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
• Best Wishes

Your LARRC Foundation is a charitable organization.
Donations maybe deducted. Tributes will be posted
in the Chum Line. Tribute cards will be sent to recipient.

Information Request and Donations 
may be addressed to: 
Mrs. Tammy Steinman 

5826 Ostrom Avenue, Encino, CA 91316 
818-987-2645 • 818-345-6104 Fax

tammy2508@socal.rr.com

• Congratulations
• Graduation
• Illness
• In Memorandum
• New Home

inda Simon is our contact for "Health and
Happiness" - please contact Linda either by
phone (818-980-7470) or email 
(simonmurphy08@sbcglobal.net) for any 
information about our club members/family -
i.e., happy or sad news; health issues; 
graduation or congratulations, etc.

L
Health and Happiness

Members. . .

Andy MacDonald with his beauty of a
white seabass caught on the Pacific
Dawn!Cathy Needleman with her first bluefin

tuna on a popper. “Most of the Bluefin
that have been caught the past couple of
weeks were caught on a popper.  It’s all
run and gun-rush to a spot and cast.
More often than not the fish would spook
and we would try and find another spot.
Brandon Hayward and I spotted a huge
foamer that came close to the boat and I
knew this was my chance to hook a fish.
I never saw the fish boil on it-I was con-
centrating on keeping my line tight. The
Bluefin made a couple of good runs-saw
deep color and my first popper fish was
brought on board. It hit the scales at
93lbs!” – Cathy Needleman 

mailto:tammy2508@socal.rr.com
mailto:simonmurphy08@sbcglobal.net
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Jul 28-    Intrepid WAIT LIST
Aug 4 A seven day trip on the amazing Intrepid! Permits included             Cost: $TBD Contact Steve

and no fuel surcharge. Bluefin, Yellowfin, Yellowtail, Dorado  619-224-4088
Leaves on a Saturday so no traffic. Waitlist for now, but go for it! www.fishintrepid.com

Aug 17-    Red Rooster III WAIT LIST
Aug 23 Six days on the amazing Red Rooster III. Baja Islands and a           Cost: $2,570.00 Contact Maria

great time for Yellowfin and Bluefin. Wait list only, but give it a try. 619-224-3857
www.redrooster3.com

Sep 3-    Red Rooster III OPEN
Sep 7 A Larry Brown LARRC co-sponsored NEW trip Cost: $2,145.00 Contact Maria

Get Ready! LARRC commited to a number of slots on this   619-224-3857
amazing 5 day trip. Perfect time of the year and perfect length www.redrooster3.com

Sep 28-    Royal Star SOLD OUT
Oct 5 Seven days. Leaves and returns on a Saturday                           Cost: $2,150.00 Contact Tracy

so no traffic. Great Fall fishing! Guadalupe Island?  619-224-4764
www.royalstarsportfishing.com

Oct 17-    La Bocana Baja Fishing Convoys OPEN
Oct 22 6 Days, 4 Days of fishing. Fly from Tijuana                           Cost: $2,095 Contact Donald Goldsobel

818-970-4578

Oct 27-    Intrepid OPEN
Nov 6 10 days on the Intrepid. Leaves on a Sunday. Big variety Cost: $TBD Contact Steve

of fish at the Ridge and Alijos Rocks  619-224-4088
Tuna, Dorado, Wahoo, Yellowtail and Grouper www.fishintrepid.com

NOTE:
LARRC members signing up for club charters are obligated to pay full fare in the event they cannot make the trip. The club will attempt to fill your space and 
you may try to do the same in a timely manner. There may be surcharges this year based on fuel price increases. Bunks are assigned by the charter master in 
order received. So book early! If you have any special needs please make the charter master aware of them at the time of booking.

Contact Mike Hartt or Ted Feit
LARRC Club Charters in BLUE Larry Brown  Shared Charters in GREEN  Malibu Fish’n Tackle, Tom Trainer Shared Charters in ORANGE

CHARTERS 2019
DATE Destination AvailabilIty contact

JULY 2019

805-496-7332
www.malibufishntackle.com

Tom Trainer
3166 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd.
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

http://www.fishintrepid.com
http://www.redrooster3.com
http://www.redrooster3.com
http://www.royalstarsportfishing.com
http://www.fishintrepid.com
http://www.malibufishntackle.com


SPECIES LINE ANGLER LBS. OZ.
TEST

MEN’S OCEAN WATER

MEN’S FLY ROD

MEN’S FRESH WATER
Bass, Lg Mouth 4 Andy MacDonald 6 4
Bass, Lg Mouth 6 Steve Simon 6 12
Trout, Brown 3 Mark Manculich 2 9

MEN’S OCEAN RELEASED

SPECIES LINE ANGLER LBS. OZ.
TEST

WOMEN’S OCEAN WATER
Tuna, Bluefin 50 Cathy Needleman 93 0
Tuna, Bluefin 80 Cathy Needleman 134 55
White Sea Bass 40 Cathy Needleman 29 8

WOMEN’S FLY ROD

WOMEN’S FRESH WATER
Steelhead 12 Cathy Needleman 14 0

WOMEN’S RELEASED

JUNIOR MEMBERS

FIRST GAME FISH OF
THE YEAR
White Sea Bass 40 Cathy Needleman 29 8

March 19, 2019

TROPHY CONTENDERS 2019 
as of June 30, 2019
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Los Angeles Rod and Reel Club Foundation & AmazonSmile
What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can
choose from nearly one million organizations to support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or
mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping
at AmazonSmile.
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile
donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other
account settings are also the same.
How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization – Los Angeles Rod and Reel Club
Foundation- to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every
eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.

https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com


Los Angeles Rod & Reel Club
c/o Michael Hartt
27475 Revere Way
Agoura, CA 91301
Email: mhartt@att.net
Phone: 818-416-1885

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Contact Richard Stone at 805-501-6669

Email: richardstone@specialtyrepswest.com

hum ineL
Published by the Los Angeles Rod & Reel Club @ www.larrc.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/LosAngelesRodandReelClub
Editors: Sophia Huynh (fishnsoph@gmail.com) & Donald Goldsobel (donald@dgoldsobel.com)

2019 OFFICERS 2019 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
President Michael Hartt
Vice President Ted Feit
Secretary Mark Manculich
Treasurer Simee Schiffman
Historian Mark Manculich

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mark Manculich John Goss
Dave Morgan Keith Heerdt
Richard Stone Andrew Ratzky
Jeff Edelman Michael Hartt

2019 FOUNDATION TRUSTEES
Joel Steinman, Chairman
Cathy Needleman Pamela Warren
Sophia Huynh Joe Mahfet, Jr.
Michael Godfrey Scott Schiffman

Annual Picnic Ted Feit
Apparel Steve Simon
Awards Banquet 2019 Michael Hartt
By-laws and Legal Randy Sharon
Charters Michael Hartt
Chum Line Editors Sophia Huynh & Donald Goldsobel
Communications Scott Schiffman & Michael Godfrey
Dinner Meetings Michael Godfrey
Dinner Speakers John Ballotti
Elections Mark Manculich
Environmental Affairs Eric Rogger
Fishing Records Joel Steinman
Fly Fishing Rob Baldwin
Health and Happenings Linda Simon
Membership Richard Stone
Raffles Scott Schiffman & Emilio Rebollar
Surf Fishing Nick Ekdahl
Tax Consultant Sherwood Kingsley
Trips:
Earl Warren’s Annual Kids' Fishing Trip
Louis Berke Trout Derby Steve Simon
Bill Alpert King of the Club John Ballotti & Chas Schoemaker
Frank Polak Marine Mentors' Trip Scott Schiffman
Veterans’ Trip Steve Simon

Trophies Sophia Huynh
Webmaster Scott Schiffman 
Yearbook Michael Hartt

Together Since 1950
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