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Good Sportsmanship is Worth More Than all the Fish in the Ocean

LARRC DINNER MEETING SPEAKER

MAY 2022

CLAY SHIDLER,
CAPTAIN/OWNER

OF

HANG ‘EM HIGH SPORTFISHING

Very few places compare to the immense fishing expe

family a safe and fun fishing experience you will not forget.
To view more about this fishery and Hang’Em High please
go to: www.Fishingcharterscrystalriver.com
SEE YOU ON MAY 23RD!

rience provided by the tributaries at Crystal River in
Florida.
Due to its location at the heart of the Nature Coast,
Crystal River offers both inshore and offshore sport fish- What they catch:
ing experiences. For inshore Captain and owner, Clay Shidler targets shallow water species such as Redfish,
Snapper and Trout (and more) on the grass flats and back
country creeks that have made Crystal River famous for
fishing.
These trips are all inclusive with high quality fishing
tackle, fishing license, bait, and bottled water included in
the price of trip. Hang’ Em High puts in the extra effort
to make sure that each client is satisfied with their day.
Hang’ Em High also offers Scalloping. It’s an adventure
that is fun for the entire family. During the Scallop season
they head out to the grass flats in 3-5ft of water and off
of Crystal River and Homosassa where we snorkel
around in beautiful clear water and pick up scallops. The
scallops are normally sitting on top of the sea grass on
the bottom and we dive down and pick them up.
This is a fantastic for families as it allows people of all
ages and skill levels to partake in the adventure.
When it comes to sport fishing, Crystal River has it all
and Captain Clay Shidler knows how to provide you and
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MAY 23, 2022
Redondo Sportfishing
6:30 Social Hour • 7:00 Dinner

LuLu’s Restaurant - 16900 Roscoe Blvd • Van Nuys

I had the fortunate
experience to fish
with Hang’ En
High Sportfishing.
I heard rumors of
catching cobia on
the backs of manatees. Have to go
back for that!
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Bob Selvin Speaks at
April Meeting
Thanks to the expertise and work of Scott Schiffman and Mike Hartt,

the April LARRC meeting was both in person at Lulu’s restaurant and
available for remote attendance on Zoom. Past LARRC president Bob
Selvin was able to attend and tell us about two of his most notable
catches. While on the Apollo July 20, 1999, Bob hooked and landed a 151
lb. 3 oz. bluefin tuna. Three gaffs were required to land the fish. He
landed the fish using straight 40 lb. mono and a Penn Senator 4/0 reel.
This was before the advent of braid, flourocarbon, and fancy 2 or 3 speed
reels. Randy Sharon, who was on the boat, said it was one of the
best catches he had ever seen! This is high praise indeed. Bob also
showed us pictures of the 10 lb. 10 oz. mega lunker calico bass he
nabbed on September 17, 2003 at the Sacramento Reef.

EARN MONEY

for LARRC Foundation By Shopping at Ralphs!
Here’s How:

Step #1: Enroll in the Ralphs Reward Program if you are not currently enrolled.

Step #2: Print out this page and take it with you the next time you shop at Ralphs.

Step #3: At check-out, have the LARRC barcode swiped by the cashier together with your Ralphs Rewards
Card/phone number.

Notice: The Ralphs LARRC Barcode needs to be swiped only once to link your Rewards Card to LARRC.
Future shopping trips will help raise money for LARRC when you use your Ralphs Reward Card at check-out.
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CALLING ALL LARRC MEMBERS
By John Ballotti

As in year’s past, LARRC purchased a table at the annual

CCA CAL LA Chapter BBQ. See flyer. Come join your
friends at a fabulous BBQ catered by our own Paul
Varenchik. On Saturday, May 21 we will gather at the Compton Hunting and Fishing Club.This gem of a venue is tucked
along side the Los Angeles River with easy access from the
91 and 710 freeways. Phil Freeman will be the MC. Speakers Oliver Solis and Andrew Mack will provide us with a
wealth of local knowledge. Of course, there will be great
raffle prizes along with premium live and silent auction
items. Cost is $75 per person. Please email John Ballotti
johnballotti1@gmail.com if you would like to attend. Send
your $75 check payable to LARRC to John at 1751 B Andreo Ave, Torrance, CA 90501 to hold your spot. A table
seats 10. Individual tickets are $80. If we get 20 then we will
get a second table. That is why it is important to email me
before sending your check so I will know if we need a second table. Please invite your friends and family to join you
at this fun event.
If you are unable to attend and would like to show your
support for CCA CAL you can mail a check payable to
CCA CAL to John in lieu of purchasing a ticket. Looking
forward to seeing everyone there.

W ELCOME N EW M EMBERS

Stanley Malin - lives in Northridge and is retired
Dustin House - lives in Lakewood and works in
construction
Keith Moret - lives in Los Angeles and works in
real estate
Daniel Tabor - lives in Los Angeles and is a
professor

Welcome to the club!
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ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
By Theresa Labriola

u An Abundance of Herring in the Salish Sea, Links to Chinook and Coho Growth -You all know that I was a proponent of
protecting forage fish as a key to building a healthy, resilient ocean
ecosystem before. Well, new research through Long Live the Kings
and the Pacific Salmon Foundation uncovered trends that show, in
essence, having more herring to feed on gives fish a greater chance
to survive their journey to the ocean and their eventual return. So,
saving Pacific Northwest salmon may involve saving herring too.
https://www.q13fox.com/news/saving-pnw-salmon-may-involvesaving-another-fish-too-scientists-say

u Seagrasses Can Help Clean the Water Marine Life. - One
of the requirements of our Federal fisheries management law is
to protect essential fish habitat. But, the definition is narrow to
look holistically at what ocean characteristics lead to successful, healthy fish populations. For example, a recent study shows
seagrasses reduces pathogens including gastroenteritis-causing
Enterococcus bacteria. But, seagrasses can also help clean the
water for other marine species, including those harvested as
seafood. https://hakaimagazine.com/news/the-surprising-scaleof-the-seagrass-sanitation-service/

u Eelgrass Beds Are Important for Resillience of Fish
Stocks- It seems seagrasses and eelgrass do more than just
wrap around your prop. A new study from UiA shows that a
network of eelgrass beds is important for maintaining the genetic diversity of fish stocks, and thereby making them more
resilient against changes in the environment, like climate
change. If the distance between eelgrass areas becomes too
large for organisms to cross, local fish stocks will not exchange
individuals or genes. The stocks thus become less resilient to
overfishing and environmental changes. https://thefishingwire.com/eelgrass-beds-are-important-for-resilience-of-fish-stocks/

CALENDAR
Board Meeting

May 17, 2022
6:30PM Social Hour • 7:00PM Meeting
Virtual Meeting - email to follow with info

In-Person Dinner Meeting
May 23, 2022
6:30PM Social Hour • 7:00PM Meeting

Lulu’s Restaurant - 16900 Roscoe Blvd • Van Nuys
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u Oregon’s Intertidal Ecosystem is Approaching a Tipping
Point. Is California’s? - Slowing recovery times and reduced
ecosystem stability suggest that as climate change brings more
frequent disturbances to intertidal ecosystems, local species
may struggle to recuperate in increasingly brief windows for recovery. In their place, other species, ones better suited to dealing with heat stress or acidity, can swoop in. As key species
such as mussels, sea stars, or kelp are lost, and as the balance
between disturbances and recovery time changes, the ecosystem can shift irreversibly. That’s the tipping point.
https://hakaimagazine.com/news/oregons-intertidal-ecosystem-is-approaching-a-tipping-point/

u NOAA Fisheries Devised New Tool For Monitoring
Movement of Marine Fish - Are you wondering if you’ve lost
your touch or if the fish just aren’t where they used to be? A
new Distribution Mapping and Analysis Portal online and open
to the public is helping NOAA Fisheries to better track the location and movement of marine fish in U.S. waters.
https://www.thecordovatimes.com/2022/04/25/noaa-fisheriesdevised-new-tool-for-monitoring-movement-of-marine-fish/

u Should We Remove Retired Oil Rigs or Repurpose
Them? - That enduring question was the topic of the recent
Orange County Coastkeeper seminar reported by Merit McCrea in the April edition of Western Outdoor News. “These gigantic towers placed on featureless seafloor form vibrant oases
of marine life in miles of mud.” While science shows these
platforms provide productive marine habitat, other advocate
for full removal following the polluter pays philosophy.

Health and Happenings
inda Simon is our contact for
"Health and Happenings"
Please contact Linda either by phone
(818-980-7470) or email
(simonmurphy08@sbcglobal.net)
for any information about our
club members/ family - i.e., happy
or sad news; health issues;
graduation or congratulations, etc.

L
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LARRC Family EventJuly 10, 2022

The LARRC Family Event this year is a visit to the Aquar-

SAVE T
HE
DATE!

ium of the Pacific on Rainbow Harbor in Long Beach which
includes a special guided tour of the “behind the scenes operation” of the Aquarium. We will meet at the Veranda in life of whales. The Southern California Steelhead story is an
the Aquarium at an appointed time in the early afternoon outdoor exhibit that communicates the history of local waon Sunday, July 10th. An animal ambassador from the Aquar- terways and tells the story of the Southern California Steelium will provide a special experience for the younger chil- head fish species and its importance to the local ecosystem.
dren. Children older than 7 and the adults will be able to
Parking is available at the Long Beach city parking lot
go on the guided tour
adjacent to the
behind the scenes tour.
Aquarium. ParkFamilies will be free to
ing is $8 for the
explore the plethora of
day with the
exhibits at the AquarAquarium validaium on their own betion. Shoreline
fore or after the tour.
Aquatic Park, a
In appreciation for the
scenic park next
continued support by
to the Aquarium,
the LARCC Foundation
can be utilized for
for the Aquarium, this
picnics, kite flying,
event is free for all
or games.
LARRC members but
RSVP’s and pre-registration will be required.

Advertise Your Business
or Service in the Chum Line
The monthly prices are as follows:
1/8 page: $20
1/4 page: $40
1/2 page: $80
Full page: $160

The Aquarium of the Pacific features the inhabitants and
seascapes of the Pacific. Some of the feature exhibits include: the underwater cities of coral reefs, the awesome
predators of shark lagoon, an up-close experience with 20
Magellan penguins, sea otters in their habitat above and
below the kelp, the dazzling world of jelly fish, and the vocal

The page format is 8.5 x 11 with 3/4” margins all around

One month FREE with 6 months of
paid advertising!
Contact John Ballotti
johnballotti1@gmail.com
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Vets Trip: April 14, 2022
By Mike Godfrey

On April 14, 2022 the LARRC Foundation chartered the Betty-O to take the first of 4 fishing trips honoring Veterans
who served in many parts of the world dating back to WWII. The Vets were supported by Joe Mahfet II and his son Joe
Mahfet III, Ron Glider, Fred Blassetti, Mike Godfrey, and Charles Davis.

Veterans Fishing Trips Have
Huge Impact
We all know the joint mission between the Los Angeles Rod and Reel Club, Marina del Rey Anglers and Larry Brown
to provide fishing trips to disabled veterans is very important. Below is a link to the article, which appeared in the
last, final (and historic) edition of Sea Magazine, describing the very significant accretive benefit to veterans suffering
from PTSD. All members and volunteers should take great pride in this work and service.

Enjoy this article: https://1drv.ms/b/s!AgHcV3coGcoK_AydbVhj1B1-YVqE?e=wXAxx8

Larry Brown sends congratulations to LARRC and MDRA for all the hard work that is put in to every trip and the
care and fun provided to the Veterans on the trips. Also, thanks to our DFW for issuing our FG 1393 Free Fishing
Permits for our veterans.

6

Hay Carumba, May Day - May Day
By Larry Brown

I want to go fishing so badly I can taste it. Bluefin tuna are

biting everything
The San Diego Bluefin tuna season started out with a
bang this year. Fast and furious may be a better description.
The very first trip out of the gate (normally exploratory)
was team Polaris Supreme, just finished with major boat
work.They experienced EXCELLENT fishing day and night
on BFT 60 - 180 lbs on bait and jigs on their 3-day trip.
Their next trip was a 1.5-day voyage with more BFT limits
plus good scores of yellowtail.Then the overnight fleet got
busy sending out several boats on 1.5-day missions, with
everybody returning with full limits. This was all in the last
week of March. Some of the boats had full limits before
sunrise and were "forced" to hunt for other species.
This continued all through April with the best BFT fishing I have seen, EVER.Trip after trip after trip reported limits, limits, limits.
I'm thinking the only reason no BFT were being reported in January and February is NOBODY WAS FISHING FOR THEM. Remember, I had two December charters
where we caught full limits, easily.The Mexican Seiner Fleet
caught their annual quotas in the first couple weeks of ef-

MAY 2022

fort in January. And as soon as the recreational fleet started
targeting them the fish reports were exciting and boring,
with limits, limit, limits reported trip after trip. I think this
demonstrates the Eastern Pacific Bluefin Tuna is a year
round fishery if there are boats willing to target them during the traditional off months.
The fish were biting live baits and jigs day and night. Despite the warnings and advisories some anglers came unprepared or under gunned and did not have the 100 - 130#
outfits to tackle the giants which were occasionally in the
mix. Listen to the advisories and borrow or invest in a big
game outfit. Your reel needs perfect free spool so your jig
descends unimpaired. I use an Avet 50 3-Speed and a Phenix
8ft 3X rod, but all the new high tech gear will get the job
done.
In the old days anglers would wait until the first big
scores to book their trips. This year guys scrambled to get
a reservation on a long-range boat (3 days or more) and
found nearly every trip for the year was SOLD OUT.That's
OK, there is plenty of availability on the overnight and 1.5
day fleet, but they will sell out fast too.

Los Angeles Rod and Reel Club Foundation & AmazonSmile

What is AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your
favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
www.smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact wsame low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one
million organizations to support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile? To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to www.smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also want to add
a bookmark to www.smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping
at AmazonSmile.

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are
eligible for donations.You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and
AmazonSmile.Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? On your first visit to
AmazonSmile (www.smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization – Los Angeles Rod and Reel Club Foundationto receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at www.smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
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Galveston Bay
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By John Ballotti

If a picture is worth a thousand words, the pictured speckled
trout is worth a thousand casts. A two-day adventure on
Galveston Bay, Texas turned into one wind blown afternoon.
Day one was a non-starter as 20 to 30 knot winds kept all
boats on their trailers. Day 2 started the same, but with winds
forecast to lessen in the afternoon, guide Steve Hillman decided to give it a go. Wading in waist deep bay water was a
pleasant experience compared to rock strewn moving river
water. The only exception was when you stepped into a hole
and dropped to chest high water lapping over your waders.
Cast after cast using 3-inch paddle tail swim baits went for
naught for both the guide and me. Finally as the sun was going
down, a beauty of a speckled trout decided to eat my lure.
The 23 inch 4 pound fish put up a respectable fight and was
released to give another angler a chance to fool it. All in all it
was a fishing not catching day, but that was OK with me. The
new experience of bay wading was worth the trip.
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Cathy Needleman pictured
here with two gorgeous
white seabass at Catalina
Island. They weighed
52.9lb and 51.6, both were
really strong fish!
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FISHING THE EASTERN SIERRAS
By Mark Manculich

Twenty-two years ago, my passion for fishing began when a
good friend invited me to fish with him, his father and a few
friends in the Eastern Sierras. Wow was there a learning
curve. Caught very few fish those first few years, but times
have changed. Got a boat, way too many fishing poles and
learned how to fish the lakes, streams and river. In addition,
the crew has grown from one cabin to four. As one fisherman put it this year, “the trip is magical” as it includes great
company, amazing scenery, great meals and often great fishing. On one of the slower days, God provided us with the

most spectacular displays of Lenticularis clouds all day, varying in size and morphing into different designs. Have seen
those clouds before, but never near this extent. I had a personal best with a 4 lb. 1 oz. Rainbow Trout, and a limit of five
Rainbows totaling 12 lbs. 3 oz. Caught a few small wild Rainbows and Browns in Rock Creek that had the par marks of
the CA Golden Trout. The Goldens must have lived in that
creek at one time, and left a little of their DNA. All in all it
was a great trip and a welcome get away from the hustle
and bustle of city life. Enjoy the photos.
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CHARTERS 2022
DATE Destination

AvailabilIty

contact

RULES REGARDING CLUB CHARTERS:

All LARRC charter participants signing up for club charters are obligated to pay the full fare to reserve a spot. In the event a participant cannot make a trip, the
club will attempt to fill the space once a waitlist forms. A participant may try to fill their space prior to departure. There may be surcharges this year based on
fuel price increases. Bunk preference is assigned by the charter master based on the order received. So book early! If you have any special needs please
make the charter master aware of them at the time of booking.

Jul 16

Triton, Full Day

8 SPOTS

Aug 16
Aug 18

Navegante, 2 Day

7 SPOTS

Oct 26
Oct 27

The Endeavor, Overnight

Catalina freelance, targeting surface
species such as yellowtail, calico bass
barracuda and bonito.
All passengers must show evidence of COVID
vaccination prior to the departure date.

Cost: $184.00
Limit - 18 passengers

This is a freelance trip. Prime season for tuna
and yellowtail. Fare includes all meals and a 10%
crew gratuity. Additional gratuity is optional. Fish cleaning,
snacks and beverages are additional.
All passengers must show evidence of COVID
vaccination prior to the departure date.

Cost: $502 for LARRC members
$532 for non-members
Limit - 18 passengers

Channel Islands freelance.
Fare includes crew tip. Food and fish cleaning
are extra.
All passengers must show evidence of COVID
vaccination prior to the departure date.

Cost: $192 for LARRC members
Non Members - $207
Limit - 22 passengers

Contact Andrew Ratzky - Aratzky@att.net

16 SPOTS

Contact Andrew Ratzky
aratzky@att.net

Contact Andrew Ratzky
aratzky@att.net

Contact Andrew Ratzky
aratzky@att.net

LARRC Club Charters in BLUE Larry Brown Charters in GREEN Larry Brown/LARRC shared Charter in ORANGE
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TROPHY CONTENDERS 2022
SPECIES

LINE ANGLER
TEST

MEN’S OCEAN WATER

April 30, 2022

LBS.

OZ.

MEN’S FRESH WATER

WOMEN’S OCEAN WATER

Buffalo Emperor
Grouper
Mangrove Jack
Snapper, Bedford
Snook
Trevally, Giant
Trevally, Giant
Trout, Speckeled
Tuna, Dogtooth
Tuna, Dogtooth
White Sea Bass
White Sea Bass
White Sea Bass

30
80
80
30
30
50
50
30
50
50
50
60
80

Cathy Needleman
8
Cathy Needleman 65
Cathy Needleman 16
Cathy Needleman
8
Cathy Needleman
9
Cathy Needleman 88
Cathy Needleman 80
Cathy Needleman
3
Cathy Needleman 180
Cathy Needleman 80
Cathy Needleman 63
Cathy Needleman 51
Cathy Needleman
8

0*
0
8*
6*
4*
0*
0
8*
0*
0
1
0
5

SPECIES

LINE ANGLER
TEST

WOMEN’S OCEAN WATER

LBS.

OZ.

WOMEN’S FLY ROD

WOMEN’S FRESH WATER
FIRST GAME FISH OF THE YEAR

White Sea Bass

80

Cathy Needleman
March 6, 2022
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FIRST ALBACORE OF THE YEAR

Los Angeles Rod & Reel Club Foundation

Tribute Opportunity

Tribute Cards are available when you want to send your thoughts or feelings for –
• Congratulations • Graduation • Anniversary • Illness • Appreciation
Best Wishes • New Home • Baby Announcement • Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
In Memoriam

Your LARRC Foundation is a charitable organization.
Donations maybe deducted. Tributes will be posted in the Chum Line. Tribute cards will be sent to recipient.
Information Request and Donations may be
addressed to:
Mrs. Tammy Steinman
5826 Ostrom Avenue, Encino, CA 91316
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c/o Andrew Ratzky
23297 Park Ensenada
Calabasas, CA 91502
Email: aratzky@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Contact Richard Stone at 805-501-6669
Email: richardstone@specialtyrepswest.com

hum Line

Published by the Los Angeles Rod & Reel Club @ www.larrc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/LosAngelesRodandReelClub
Editors: Sophia Huynh (fishnsoph@gmail.com) & Donald Goldsobel (donald@dgoldsobel.com)

2021 -2022 OFFICERS

President
Vice President (Interim)
Secretary
Treasurer
Historian

Andrew Ratzky
Andrew Ratzky
Mark Manculich
John Ballotti
Mark Manculich

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Andrew Ratzky
Richard Stone
Michael Godfrey

John Ballotti
Donald Goldsobel
Tim Manaka

2022 FOUNDATION TRUSTEES

Scott Schifman & Steve Simon, Co-Chair
John Goss
Pamela Warren
Ron Glider
Joseph Mahfet, Jr.
Chas Schoemaker

2022 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Annual Picnic
Ted Feit
Apparel
Steve Simon
Awards Banquet 2022
Andrew Ratzky
By-laws and Legal
Randy Sharon
Charters
Andrew Ratzky
Chum Line Editors
Sophia Huynh & Donald Goldsobel
Communications
Scott Schiffman & Mike Godfrey
Dinner Meetings
Mike Godfrey
Dinner Speakers
Pamela Warren
Elections
Mark Manculich
Environmental Affairs
John Ballotti
Fishing Records
Joel Steinman
Fly Fishing
Rob Baldwin
Hall of Fame
John Ballotti
Health and Happenings
Linda Simon
Membership
Richard Stone
Public Relations
Dave Morgan
Raffles
Scott Schiffman
Tackle Management Club
Mark Manculich
Tax Consultant
John Rhind
Tributes
Tammy Steinman
Trips:
Earl Warren’s Memorial Kids' Trip
Richard Stone
John Goss & Andrew Ratzky
Lou Berke Trout Derby
Steve Simon
Bill Alpert King of the Club
Joel Steinman & Steve Simon
Frank Polak Marine Mentors' Trip Scott Schiffman, Joel Steinman
Joseph Mahfet, & Randy Sharon
Veterans’ Trip
Steve Simon
Trophies
Sophia Huynh
Website
Donald Goldsobel &Scott Schiffman
Yearbook
Andrew Ratzky

